














Ponna Carney

Chaperone (Age. 26)

Barkhamsteel, CT.
To: Mr. Peter Skiar October, 2000

Hello Peter, I wanted to thank vou again for selecting me as a chaperone for the

of your "Beginnings” workshop. The workshop was absolutely magnificent. You h'ave put a

tremendous amount of effort into creating the safest environment possible. The hﬂd_ren
chaperones and teaching staff all learned a great deal about not only the entertamment mduétn' S
but more importantly about life.

Beginnings is mote than a resident theater workshop. -ilt-is a workshq'p_ about life. Hov;ta]we _
it better. How to focus. How to take better care of vour Bod_\,-;. How- tocomm in 5
one's true self with others leading toward higher self worth. How f_q_' p_gé_éme.ﬁore;_ ﬁi@é-pendent
and at the same time interdependent with others, In an 'age_ \x_-'}._lefé our sbc_ie;fy is oﬁérélosed on.
information overload, it was rejuvenating to realize that sometunes living more :,unphr is the best
way to live.

Beginnings in such a short time showed us that we don't ne_-:ed the exira stresses that we place

on ourselves in life. Being happy with life and achieving our dreams can become easy 1f we help

create a more simple and focused environment for-_o_ursel_ve's.';-_'['ti i_é.ﬁmny because when ! first read
the 52-page chaperone agreement, I ¢tinged at the fact that I could not bring somie of my
“necessary for life" technology aged items. Wow, no pager-cell phone-laptop---no lipstick even!

I thought what 1s thist!!! However after ten days with out some of my "necessities.” I realized

that these items were only crutches and stressors that sometimes do not allow us to be cur true

selves.

Afrer first reading the Student Contr, act and Chaperone contract, I knew though you had
thought of ev: er)ﬂuno to create the most per.ﬁeé:t and safe learning, living and creative
environment. One in which students are tor,aﬂ} focussed. Irealized that by believing in the

workshops holistic outlook and your rules and b» me setting a good example, it would be easy

for ray G-6 girls to follow them.  On that note, the G-6 students were remérkéiﬁe The
came together a§ a group as the week went on. It was so nice to see all of them gro
throughout the week. 1especially liked when I was in class and saw how well th
On almost every off period that they had,we would have a cabin monole gue's’cu _
them would perform their monoclogue. Each time they came back from coachmg, theu”
monologues became better and better. We alao all had so much fun at the campﬂre and lhe 60 §

dance. My cabin really got into the dance. We all rushed back after dinner and began get _

into full costume! It was a fabulous time.
The first few days were challenging but fewarding. Sdme'éf The ‘girlg'di
rules and how they thought it was too strict. As the week weﬂt'b_n?

commented on the fact that there were rules in place. "I_:.be'lie;véi that they réali:;':d'{thé. rules were

for their own safety and only to benefit them. We sadly live in a society where there aren’t many
rules and there is no right or wrong. Children know that they are cared for and loved when there

is smucture in thetr lives. It was nices to see at the end of the week the students respected and were

As a Physical Education instructor and Personal T_reun_er, lﬁ -v_vas refreshing to realize that there
are others who truly care about nutriion and_ it.s._di'_rect.' relationship to the health of our children
today. 1coach a swim team and aﬁer _TI_lé.E'.:T.S. T n.ot.ice many coaches and parents will reward their
children with McDonald's or Burgeszg How is this conducive to their digestive system, let
alone performance for the meet the next w_e’gk or practice the next day. Many do not except the
fact that we are living in an age '_where 60 percent of our children are over weight or have
disordersd eating, There is something 1'3611:c_al_ly wrong with this. At the workshop students were
taught that there is a direct relationship to.wha't they eat and how theyv feel. behave, perform and

sleep. The food that we ate was by and large the diet I eat evervday. It was a well-rounded

source of Carhohydrates, proteins and needed fats. The students seemed 6 ap_p'r.et;i,a't_e the

the week went on as well. They now know they have options--healthy options.

When Richard Reed Casting came to the WOI‘](Sh.G}_;-,'Eﬁlé stﬁ.:c::lent.s recei\.-*ed \aiuable :and
pertinent information about the business itse_l_f, Eac:h.s‘rﬁdéﬁt' had the opportunity to audition and
discuss I;h.e pmcess with Richard. They learned first hahci wl;at.the job of a casting director is,
what he or s.he looks for and what to do in an audition, It v»as xer\ real. After working with the
Cameo Agency in Boston for the past four y gars, zmd g:,omg 011 ;e\« -eral audittons, Richard Reed
discussed the ins and onts of 1he busmess that 1 had NSVer even Iealized This experience
defmitely will help all of the swdent_s' g 16]1'0“1’1 auditioning process.

The Beginnings workshop has_'alfé-':aay_ bh_anged my life a great deal. 1realize that a happy and

meaningful life is easy and achievabl_éthb:u'g_h_ making your life more simple and focussed.

Beginnings is a wonderful program fthét_ )’0{1':.-}1 e put together. The staff vou have chosen were
50 caring. Kevig ag the head chapei'bl;é ;;\g“:-q an amazing leader who cared about the students,
chaperones and program and really helped.rﬁ.z;iéé each day run smoothly. 1knew each day with
the chaperones and staff you had chpsen we: Wi_)illd make sure the children were safe and had the

best learning and growth-developing environment possible.

My Beginmi 1 : uly inni o
1y Beginnings experience was tr uly a new beginning for me. A chance for még

facets of the entertainment industry than just performing myself. I stmply love

responsibility. One that I will always cherish. I app1 eciate the fact th at }ou had cho
chaperone. As the youngest of ten growing up, 'm Dorohester I never had the kmd of oppotiunity - |

I'was given this summer.  If you ever need help m the future p1 oznotmg Beglnmngs throu

only a short distance away and plan to be auditioning 'iﬁuéh-.ﬁzéré il

do not hesitate to let me know how I can assist vou. -

Best Regards,







Tune 30, 2003

Feter Sldar
153 Webster Avenue
Harrizon, MY 10528

Dear Peter,

I want to thank vou for the opportunity that vou gave me m asking me to be a chaperone for your
wotlshop i June. The things that I learned and expenenced are invaluable to me as an actor and as a
person. There are so many things that I learned and recetved that I never anticipated I would as a result of
attending the workshop as a chaperone,

The teachers were amaring i that they made me think i a way I had never thought before. The
kinds of classes that I took were different from classes [ had taken at school They challenged me and
pushed me to be mee, and to be comfortable showing people who I was and atn. They challenged me to
use what I have to make things real and believable. I know that I still have a long way to go, but at least I
have started to grow,

mpeaking of growth, I can't even begin to describe the emotional and professional growth that T
went through and am still going through because of the workshop. I have become more confident as a
person i my abiites and what I am going to be able to do with them. I know that of T want to make it in
this business, I need to take care of myself (emotionally, physically, and spiritually). And the thing iz, T
watt to do that I want to take care of myself in all of these ways. T want to eat better. I want to know
what I amn feeling and express it T can feel myself pushing and growing out of a place I never thought
was possible. I can’t begin to tell vou how thankfil T am for that.

I am alzo thankfil for the people that T met while at the workshop. From the chaperones
themselves to the kids that were i my caban, I truly enjoved spending time and getting to know them. I
have made some close friends, especially with my co-chaperone, and am close with the students that T got
to know owver these nine days. I thank vou for the fendships that T made and the people that I now know
i1 the city and will be able to relate with them about their expenences in the business.

I expenenced so many different aspects of acting that I had never experienced i all ty vears at
school I got to know people i the business that I can call and ask for adwice or help. I have made some
close fends that I will be able to wisit and relate to now i New Yotk These nine days were well worth
the effort and time spent in preparing for the worlcshop.

Thank you,

Erin Mitehell
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